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TRINITY-COLLEGE, DUBLIN, 


January 6th, 1775. 


HE People of this Kingdom, of almoſt 
every Rank, are intereſted in the good 
| or bad Conduct of the Head of this 
Univerſity ; ſome Men may have their Motives 
for applauding, but many may be ſtimulated ty 
Ambition, Intereſt, Electioneering Policy, cr 
Prejudice, to miſrepreſent and cenſure his Con- 
duct; the Publick, who have none of thoſe 
Motives, ſhould form their Opinions from Facts. 
They are here faithfully collected, and from a 

lain State of them, every reaſonable Man may 
judge, whether this College has, or has not, ob- 
tained any Benefits, or received any Improve- 
ments, ſince the Appointment of the preſent 
Provoſt. 


Tur Compoſition and Elocution were not 
ſufficiently cultivated among us, has been ge- 
nerally acknowledged and lamented; the firſt 
Object of the Provoſt was to encourage an At- 


tention to thoſe long neglected Subjects; for 


this Purpoſe 
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Hz obtained from the Governors of Era/mmus 
Smith's Schools, to which he is Treaſurer, a 
Fund of 2col. yearly, to be given in Premiums 
for Compoſition and Elocution, at ſuch Times, 
and in ſnch Manner and Proportion, as the Pro- 
voſt and Senior Fellows, ſhould, from Time to 
Time appoint. 


Burr as a Foundation ſhould be laid at School 
for thoſe uſeful Accompliſhments, he propoſed 
the following Advertiſement, which was after- 


-wards publiſhed by Order of the Board : 


© WurREas the Right Honourable and 


*% Honourable the Governors of Eraſmns Smith's 


* Schools, have been pleaſed to grant the Sum 


f 2000 yearly, as a Fund for Premiums for 


* Compoſitions, in Greek, Latin and Engliſh, 
and for Elocution in Latin and Engliſb; to be 
** diftributed by the Provoſt and Senor Fellows 
* of this Univerſity in ſuch Manner as they 
from Time to Time ſhall think proper: The 
e ſeveral Schoolmaſters and Futors, who pre- 
pare young Gentlemen for the faid Univerlity, 
« are deſired to take Notice, That from the 7th 
* of July next, Compoſitions in Latin and Eng- 
* {;/þ Proſe, and from the 7th of Fuly 1776, in 
„Latin Verſe alfo, will be expected, from the 
© ſeveral Candidatestfor Admiſſion, at their Ex- 
% aminations for Entrance; and that during the 


College Courſe, Judgments will be given, and 
© Premiums diſtributed, for Compoſition in 


6 Greek, Latin and Engliſh, the like Encou- 
*© ragement will be given to Elocution in Latin 


and * Of which Notice is . ht 


T3 1 
there may be ſufficient Time for Prepara- 


tien! rom 


| He alſo applied to Government to be pleaſed 


to give Directions that Letters ſhould be written 


to the ſeveral Schoolmaſters, appointed by his 


Majeſty in this Kingdom, to prepare their Scho- 
lars in ſuch a Manner as to enable them to be- 
come proper Candidates for thoſe Premiums: 
This Requeſt was complied with; as Treaſurer 
of Eraſmus Smith's Schools, he has written Let- 
ters of the like Import to the ſeveral School- 
maſters upon that Foundation; and, at his In- 
ſtance, the Schoolmaſter of the School in Kul- 
kenny, now in the Patronage of the College, has 
been written to from the Board, in the ſame 
Manner. 


He has alſo obtained from the ſaid Governors 
a Sum of 2500/7. towards building a Theatre 
for our publick Exerciſes and Exhibitions, and 
for delivering ſuch Compoſitions of the Students 
as ſhall be approved of by the Provoſt and Se- 


nior Fellows, to be built in ſuch Part of the ſaid 


College as the Provoſt and Senior Fellows ſhall 


approve of, and as nearly as may be according 
to the Plan of the Oxford Theatre. | 


Tur Board has, at his inftance, agreed that 


ſuch of the Batchelors as theught proper ſhould 


give in Speeches to the Senior Lecturer, with 
or without Names, for the goth of Jan uary, 
29th of May, 4th of June, 23d of October, and 
5th of November, on which Days occaſional 
Orations are' Annually made; that thoſe Speeches 
ſhall be laid before the _Board, that the beſt 

| : ſharild 


* 


. 


ſhould be Spoken, and the Author of it re- 
ceive a Premium *. 


He has directed the One Profeſſor and 
his Aſſiſtant, the Tutors, the Morning Lec- 
turers, and the Cenſor to ſelect the beſt Exer- 
Ciles given into them, and to hand them over 
to him to ſee which of them deſerve to be dil- 
tinguiſhed in the ſame Manner. 


A GENERAL Scheme for the Encourage- 
ment of Compoſition and Elocution, in the 
ſeveral Claſſes, is now, at his deſire, under 
the Conſideration of the Board ; and there ap- 
pears to be a fair Proſpect of extending thoſe 
important Attainments more generally in this 


Univerſity. 


Upon his Propoſal the Board reſolved, that 
it would be highly beneficial to have Profeſſors 
of Modern Languages, namely, Spaniſh, French, 
Italian and German, eſtabliſhed in this College; 
he has applied to Government to grant a mo- 
derate Fund for that Purpole, and has declare 
his Intentions, if that application ſhould fail, to 
give an annual Sum of Two Hundred Pounds, 
out of his Salary as Provoſt, for that uſeful Pur- 
poſe; he has alſo propoſed, and the Board has a- 
oreed, that there ſhould be a Riding-Houle 1n the 
_ College for the uſe of the Students only. The 
"two laſt mentioned Schemes will be a great 
Saving to this Country, will be the Means of 


Premiums in this College are given in Medals, or in 


Books, with the College Arms, and a Certificate of the 
Cauſe. 


enabling 


„ 


enabling young Gentlemen of Fortune to finiſh 
their Education at home, and will ſend them 
abroad more capable of receiving Improvement 
from their Travels, when they are acquainted 
_ the Languages of the Countries which they 
vIIIt. | | | 


THrese Inſtitutions will be attended with this 
further Advantage :—The Gentlemen of this 
Univerſity, who would accept of private Tui- 
tions, though ſeveral of them are now Men of 
great Learning and Ability, would by thoſe 
Accompliſhments be rendered more uſeſul to 
their Pupils; thoſe Attainments may proba- 
bly be powerful Inducements to the Nobility 
and principal Gentry, to commit their Sons to 
the Care of thoſe Gentlemen, both at home 
and abroad ; and it is well known what bene- 
ficial Conſequences are frequently derived to, 
the Tutors from ſuch Connexions. 


Non have the great Branches of ſolid and 
uſeful Learning been neglected for the Cultiva- 
tion of Jets important Objects. 


Fur are ſeveral Profeſſors in the College, 
of Divinity, Mathematicks, Natural Philoſophy, 
Hebrew, Oratory, and Common Law ; ſome 
of them founded and endowed by the Crown, 
others endowed by the Governors of Eraſmus 
Smith's Schools; all filled by Men of great 
Knowledge and Ability, and ſome of them of 
as high Characters as perhaps ever filled thoſe 
Chairs in any Univerſity ; yet thoſe Profeſſor- 
ſhips have been all of them leſs uſefu], and 
ſome of them of little uſe by the Non attend- 

ance 


1 

ance or the negligent Attendance of ſeveral of 
the Batchelors; this will be for the future pre- 
vented by a Regulation propoſed by the Pro- 
voſt, and adopted by the Board, obliging the 
Batchelors to attend the Lectures directed for 
that Profeſſion for which they have declared, 
and Puniſhing them for not attending or for 
Negligence, by private Admoniſhment for the 
Offence of the firſt Term, publick Admoniſh- 
ment for the ſecond, and removal from the 
College for the third: 


Tuzix Diligence apd good Anſwering are 
to be encouraged. _ 


PREMIUuS were formerly, and are now, 
given to the Divinity, and Greek Lectures; it 
is determined, at his deſire, to extend them to 
the Hebrew, Hiſtorical, Oratory, and Com- 
mon Law Lectures. 


Fon the latter it has been ordered that a good 

Common Law Library ſhould be purchaſed, 
together with ſome of the moſt neceſſary Books 
for a lending Library, and that a convenient 
Room ſhould be ſet apart for that Purpoſe ; 
the Common Law Profeſſor is to Lecture twice 
in the Week in each Term, is to examine the . 
Gentlemen in the Books they read, and to Exa- 
mine publickly once in the Year, and the Board 


are to give Premiums in Law Books to the two 
beſt Anſwerers. | 


Tris Lecture which has been hitherto of 
little, or no Uſe in this Univerſity, is now 
placed upon ſuch a Footing, as under the Su- 
perintendency of the Provoſt, who propoſes 7 
5 | aſſiſt 


73 

aſſiſt in the yeatly Examination, and fometimes 
to prelect, and in the Hands of the preſent 
able Profeſſor, will make it a very great Na- 
tional Benefit to this Kingdom: Three Months 
in the Year, at moſt, will be ſufficient to an- 
ſwer the four Terms in England; the reſt of 
the Year may be moſt uſefully employed by 
the Law Students in this College under the Law 
Profeſſor, and in endeavouring to improve and 


_ diſtinguiſh themſelves in Compoſition, Elocuti- 
on, and Hiſtory. 


IT is obvious, if this Scheme ſucceeds, that 
it will be attended with a great Saving to this 
Country. 


_ Ht has alſo propoſed, and it has been deter- 
mined, that the Apparatus for making the 
Experiments in Natural Philoſophy fhall be 
enlarged and compleated. 


He is uſing his utmoſt Efforts for making 
the Offices of Divinity Lecturer and Divinity 
Profeſſor more uſeful than they have been for 
many Years paſt ; and the beſt founded Ex- 
pectations are entertained that his Endeavours 
in this Reſpect will be attended with the moſt 
uſeful and important Conſequences. 


Tae Courſe of Education for Under Gra- 
duates in this Univerſity, in the general fo 
juſtly approved, has in the Claſſical Part, been 
complained of as defective in ſome Particulars ; 
it is now, after great Deliberation, ſettled that 
fuch Alterations and Improvements {hall be 
made in it as will be highly beneficial to the 
Students of the four firſt Claſſes ; this Im- 


provement 


C 8:] 


provement of the Undergraduate Courſe, and 
obliging the Batchelors in their reſpective Lines 
of Studies to attend the Profeſſors of thoſe 


Branches to which they are to apply, will form 


as complete a Syſtem of Education as any in 
Europe. 


Tre Number of Students is now five hun- 
dred and ninety-eight ; the Buildings of the 
College contain two hundred and twenty-five 
only ; this is a great Cauſe of Relaxation of 


Diſcipline, as the Officers of the College can- 


not be reſponſible for the Conduct of thoſe 
who live in Town ; to remedy this Incon- 
venience, the Provoſt has propoſed and the 
Board has agreed to the erecting new Buildings 
which will form a Square, each Side of which 
will be about two hundred and twenty Feet in 
Length; and three Sides of it will be new; 
this is to be begun immediately. | 


He has ſhut up all Acceſs directly from the 
Town to the College Park, which had become 
a Publick Walk, and frequently for Company 
of the loweſt and worſt Kind, and was made a 
common Paſlage ; it is now reſerved ſolely for 
the Students; and it has been reſolved at his 


Deſire, that a Field for their Exerciſes ſhall be 


provided when it can be done with Conve- 
nience. 


He has alſo declared his Intentions of provid- 
ing Common Rooms for the Accommodation of 
the Gentlemen of the College ; one for the Fellows 
and Graduates, the other for the Undergraduates 


in the Manner of Oxford and Cambridge and as 


thoſe 


1 


thoſe Rooms will be ſupplied with News Pa- 
pers, Tea, Coffee, Cc. it is hoped it may 
be the Means, by making the College more 
agreeable to the Students, of preventing them 
from going ſo very frequently into Town, 


In a great and numerous Univerſity, ſituate 
in a Metropolis, Diſcipline is a moſt important 
Object; as ſuch he has attended to it with the 
utmoſt Care and Solicitude : A moderate but 
exact Diſcipline is eſtabliſned; the ſtatutable Re- 
gulation of not going into the City without a 
written Permiſſion from the Tutor, is ſtrictly 
attended to; the Number of Tardes, or com- 
ing in too late for Night Roll, reſtrained and 
determined; a new Proviſion has been made as 
to Night Rolls, which has already been attend- 
ed with the moſt ſalutary Effects; 8 2418 
third Night Roll is now made puniſhable by 
Publick Cenſures, and a fourth, without a ſuf- 
ficient Excuſe, by removal from the College; 
he has encreaſed and fixed the Number of Chap- 
pels in a: Week, and Divine Worſhip was never 
known to be better attended in this College; 
he has aboliſhed an improper Practice that had 
prevailed of ſome of the Students leaving Chap- 
pel before the Communion Service of a Sacra- 
ment Sunday. 


Fon the Purpoſe of enforcing Diſcipline, he 
has made the Place of Senior Dean an active 
and effective Office; it is now filled by one of 
the moſt reſpectable Senior Fellows, and the 
Office of Junior Dean, by one of the moſt re- 
ſpectable Junior Fellows; thoſe Gentlemen being 
of diſtinguiſhed Characters as Diſciplinarians, 
were prevailed upon at the earneſt Deſire of the 
Provoſt, 
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Provoſt, to undertake thoſe difficult and impor- 
tant Offices; Scholars are viſited by thoſe Gen- 
tlemen in their Rooms, and the Tutors alſo are 
ordered to viſit their Pupils i in their Rooms, and 
at ſtated Times at their Houſes in Town, and no 
Pupil is to be allowed to continue at any Houſe 
not approved of by his Tutor; in a Word, no- 
thing has been omitted that can enforce a mild 
and regular Diſcipline, without Rigor or Se- 
verity. 


Al. Offences have been inveſtigated with 
the ſtricteſt Attention, and Offenders puniſhed, 
without Exception or Diſtinction, but with all 
the Moderation and Lenity that were conſiſtent 
ck. Juſtice to the Univerſity, and to the Pub- 
_-— 


In the Quarterly Examinations which by 
the Statutes are to be for eight Hours, at leaſt 
two Hours were waſted in calling the Rolls, 
which ſometimes did not leave ſufficient 
Time to diſtinguiſh the different Degrees 
of Merit, and particularly of the Candi- 
dates for Premiums ; he has ordered that the 
Roll ſhould be called but once, and that on 


the firſt Morning only, and to be finiſhed be- 


fore eight o'Clock, when the Examination be- 
gins, Which leaves the whole Time appointed 
by the Statutes for tne Purpoſe of examining 
the Students. 


Tar Favours of the College have been dif- 
poſed of with the. moſt fcrupulous Regard to 
Juſtice and Good Example ; 1a the Diſtribu- 

tion 


„ 


tion of Natives Places and Exhibitions,“ a new 
Mode was propoſed by the Provoſt and agreed 
to by the Board.— That every Man's Preten- 
ſions ſhould be determined by conſidering, 
firſt, his Attendance upon Religious Duties and 
his Moral Character; ſecondly, his Judgments 
at Examinations; thirdly, his Attendance on 
Lectures and other Duties; fourthly, his Marks 
at Scholarſhip ; fifthly, his Seniority ; and ſixth- 
ly, his Poverty. In every Diviſion the whole 
Academical Conduct of every Student was 
ſtrictly reviewed, and every Place diſpoſed of 
with a religious Attention to thoſe different 
Kinds of Merit; which muſt be attended with 
the beſt Conſequences, as it will make every 
Man, who feeks for the Favours of the Univer- 
ſity, attentive to every Step of his Conduct, 
which he knows will be minutely inveſtigated 
and cloſely reviewed and conſidered. 


Hz: has attended with the WI Applica- 
tion and Vigilance to every Part of his Duty, 
and to enable the College to accompliſh the 
many great and extenſive Plans which he has 
propoſed for its Improvement and Enlargement, 
He has ſet on foot a Scheme, for a reaſonable 
and moderate Encreaſe of the Revenues of the 
Univerſity, which will be neceſſary for attain- 
ing thoſe many great and uſeful Purpoſes. 


* The firſt are Salaries of twenty Pounds Yearly, to 
ſuch Scholars of the Houſe as are Natives of Ireland ; 
and the ſecond, Annuities of different Values from bro 
Pounds to ten Pounds Yearly. 


THrosse 
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Tuose are Facts.—If any Thing wrong has 
been done, let the Fact be ſtated; if any 
Thing neceſſary or proper to be done, has been 
omitted, let the Omiſſion be ſtated. The Pub- 
lick may be amuſed, but will not be miſled by 
electioneering Invectives and Scurrility. 


Ir this Gentleman has been able to do ſo 
much in fix Months, what may not be expect- 
ed in a Courſe of Years from his Perſeverance ? 
Thoſe Perſons are not Friends to their Country 
who endeavour to miſlead the publick Opinion, 
to poiſon the Minds of the Students, and enflame 
them againſt their Governor, by the moſt falſe, 
wicked and malicious Calumnies. The Aſſiſtance 
of the able, learned and worthy Men, who are 
at preſent at the Board of Senior Fellows, does 
not diminiſh his Merit, but their Concurrence is 
a ſtrong Proof of the Propriety of thoſe Mea- 
ſures, of the Rectitude of his Conduct, and of 
the Integrity of his Intentions; and the moſt 
perfect Concord, and reciprocal Eſteem have 
uniformly ſubſiſted between him and thoſe 
Gentlemen, 


